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October 23, 1975

Mr. William E. Colby
Director _
Central Intelligence Agency
WVashington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Colby:

Inclosed is an article which appeared in the "
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New Yorlk

Times" on September 19, 1975, which I call to your attention.

Over the past months I have read similar articles

to the

effect that some 20,000 Vietcong had penetrated the South

Vietnamese military.

As a member of the Hous
Committee, I am naturally interested in ascer

¢ Armed Services
taining the

facts behind such allegations, and in this regard would
request a comprehensive report and evaluation from C.I1.8.
as to the extent of communist subversion and infiltration of

the military forces and government of South Vietnam.

I appreciate your prompt attention to this reguest and look

forward to receiving your full and detailed report.

With kindest regards,, I am

Sincerely yours,

Richard II. Ichord
Member of Congress
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Several months befora- the

actual raid, the article said, ha}
had received sacret orders “fof

take advan‘age of any oppor~
tunity to bomb Thisw's Inde-
pendence Palace .and then fiy
to the hberated zone Severs)
times after hz Informed kis
contact that he would carry
out the attack, his unit was
rmoved too far from the Saigon
area. .

The pilot's name waz Dinh
Thanh Trung, the article said,
and after his father, a district
party secrelary, was killed in
1963 in a Government attack
in the Mekong Delta, he adopt-
ed the alias of Nouyen Thanh
Trung. The alteration was made
by “a close comradc” of his

father's Who also arranged tol. ,

doctor their life stones
Examineg For A Year

Six years after the death of
‘Mr. Trung's father, the article
related, a Commumt agent,
identified only a3 “graying
Comrade X,” told him to enlist
in the South Vietnamess Air
Force. At the time he was a

science student at Saigon Uni-| .

versity.
Mr, Trung's backg ourd and:
quahﬁcahons were  examined
for a year, the article sait, and
after that he was acceptad.

The article reported that on .

the mroning of the attack Mr.
Trung was not scheduled to
fly but volun tteered at the last
minuta to fill in for another
pilat who usnally came to
work late because his home
was in Saigon and the sguad-
Yon was based in Bien Hoa, 40
minutes drive away.

Vost of the bombs missed
the palace, the article con-
ceded, but sa2id it was berause
the pilot “wanted to avoid the
servants’ quarters.”

After the fall of Saizon on
Ap.xl 30, Mr, Trung was re-
united with his mother. She
had nevre been told that he
was warking for the Com-

munists,

.
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Bombed ThisuPalace inlast
Days—Trained in U.S.,

[ ——

By YOX BUTIERFIFIY -
Spectal toThe Naw Yok Timer
HONG KONG, Sept. 18—~The
South Vietnamese Air Force
pilot who unezpeciedly bombes
the presidential palace in Sai-
Son last April was the son of
a Vigtcorg official "ind  kad
sen g seeret f‘O“ll"‘tuxlbt. nent
for r years, arcormng ing o a Conm-
FOYRISE "1§~33}3gr that has he-
At ﬂ‘e time xt was widely
believed the pilot was infuri-]
ated at President Nzuyen Von
Thieu because his wife and}
baby were left behind when Da
Neng was sbandonzd to a2d-
vancing  Communist  tooops
withont a fight.
resident Thien escaped un-
frermed in the attack r"'o}""w
en  American-made F-EE  jet
fighter, but Lhe jncident added
to the cm:e- of_p_ ¢ in S"’I”On

ﬁm Thisu G Ggy_g_mrnmnt :

It accurate, the acceunt in
the Communist paper, South
Yietnare-~The, Strugsle, pives
a rare ghmvr;e,_y__‘m the work-

- ings of t“e “-’v’:‘r'mm' wc*et-

p‘)"f’!tua

TGt of Comedy io Act®

Azcording to the parer, which
iz dezcrihed as the central or-
fan of the South Vistnamess
National Liberation ¥Front, ihe
pifct hed had "a it of comdy
'to act,” especinily Quring two
years 1”* spent in tho 'L.rwm*
St tes for training.
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